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SUMMARY
The April 2023 - April 2024 reporting year
continued strong! There were 148 city and
Tribal nation participants in the program,
covering 54% of the state's total population
(see Page 5).

The Cities of Plymouth, Spring Lake Park, and
Vadnais Heights joined the program at Step
1 and 37 other cities advanced to Steps 2 or ,

3 or maintained their Step 4/5 status (see JHY R
Page 2). Across all participants, 225 new best Ing m
practice actions were reported on the i
website among all 29 Best Practices (see

Page 3).

We hosted 5 virtual workshops that covered

ultiple topics, delivered 7 GreenStep road Mayor Charles Cadenhead (right) and City Planner Sophia

nd had 16 volunteers at the State Jensen (left) celebrate the City of Lake Elmo’s Step 3, 4 & 5
e 7). We also launched the new awards at the League of Minnesota Cities conference in

i ) Rochester on June 26, 2024.
ge for local climate action
jpants (see Page 8)!

Congratulations to Lake
Elmo for moving up
THREE steps in one year!
The City achieved Steps
3, 4, and 5 between April
2023-April 2024.


https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/page/greenstep-programs
mailto:greenstep@state.mn.us
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GreenStep Cities participants and partners at the 2024 League of Minnesota Cities annual conference.



* Mendota Heights’ Rain Garden Program
offered for residents whose property is part
of a street improvement project.

* Mora’s electronic Council and PUC
packets have saved over 10,000 pages of
paper being printed.

* Minnetonka installed 6 public EV
chargers at three city-owned properties in
2022 for city fleet and public use.

* New Ulm become a Water Sense Partner
in 2019 and have purchased and given away

. . over 350 sink aerators.

Notable Actions reported this year: . robbinsdale diverted over 1,000 pounds
of organic waste from City Hall in 2023 by
adding organics recycling in the staff
lunchroom and two restrooms.

¢ Saint James' Climate Smart Community Group
includes city/county officials, school
representatives, and community members
that discuss sustainability issues.

* Vadnais Heights relines an average of
5180 feet of sanitary sewer every year as
part of the Inflow & Infiltration Program.

e Columbia Heights City Hall vertical mixed-use
development built in 2023 and includes 266
apartments, a 3,500 square foot café space, and a
community room.

* Crosslake annual tree sale started in 2015 and has
resulted in 16,000 trees and shrubs sold and planted in
critical watershed areas to reduce water runoff.

* Eden Prairie’s Students on Commissions program
allows high school juniors and seniors to attend meeting,
provide feedback, present at City Council, participate in
community environmental events, and work on student-
led projects during their term.

* Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior
Chippewa's Invasive Species Department
manages 116 acres of land to mitigate the spread
of non-native species, including a Pollinator
Corridor Restoration Project.

* Golden Valley updates to Medley Park
in 2021 included a 40-plot ADA-accessible
raised garden and supplies, added 8.8 acre-
feet of additional flood storage, removes an
additional 16.4 pounds of phosphorus, adds
1.2 acres of open water habitat, and
restored 0.6 acres of wetland prairie and 0.6
acres of upland prairie habitat.

* La Crescent Police use and electric-
bicycle for patrol.

* Lake Crystal hosted a Styrofoam
recycling event in 2023 for residents
and businesses to drop off.

e Lake EImo has 100% of city
operations electricity supplied by a
solar community garden.




STEP 4 & 5 METRICS

In 2024, 33 communities completed Step 4 and 32 also completed Step 5 metrics
reporting. All communities submitting metrics received recognition. One community
reached both Steps 4 and 5 this reporting year. For two communities, this was their first
time reporting Step 4 metrics and one reached Step 5 for the first time this year.
(Metric numbers are shown in parenthesis.)

Cities report owning or leasing 95
_ electric vehicles in the city
fleet; up from just 28 in 2018. (3.5)

Percent of LED streetlights 100

owned by the community 80

have increased to an average A collective total of 5,232 municipal and 60

of 73%, up from 14% in 2016. private renewable energy generation 40

(1.4) sites reported - 20
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Cities reported an average of 4.2
pounds of solid waste generated 57.5 miles of
per city resident/per day,. a slight hew oF
decrease over 2023 metrics (13.1) 18 Step 5 communities
reported a reduction in reconstructed

Communities reported adding kBtu usage in public .
an average of 13% affordable facilities (1.1) sidewalks or

An average of 97.3% of

housing trails were ¥ . -
units (of resi 'e'nts in repf)rt[ng
total The average % completed in communities live within one
housing of total mile of a bike route (4.2);
2023 (4.7) 78.6% live within % mile of

added)
(7.6) transit route (5.8); 89.5% live
within %2 mile or 10 minute
walk of parkland (8.3)

L 4

is met by generated
nd/or purchased

renewable

energy
increased from

36% in 2021 to
43.3% (14.6)



https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/page/recognition
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/mpca.data.services/viz/GreenStepCitiesMetrics-2015-2020/Overview
https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/mpca.data.services/viz/GreenStepCitiesMetrics-2015-2020/Overview
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Spring 2024 intern,
Lauren Rova, developed
a GreenStep
Communication
Database for
community newsletters
and more.

Weekly GreenStep and Gold Leaf
Virtual Open Office Hours

started in December 2023. 12
attendees used the time to discuss
their questions about the program.

We hosted 5 virtual workshops that included 135
attendees (and 152 registrants were sent the video
recording):
e QOctober 2023:
o |RA Ambassador Training

We provided ongoing outreach and
education throughout the year that included:
* 4 e-newsletter mailings sent to an audience

of 1,469 contacts
* 106 messages sent through LMC's

MemberLink email listserve for GreenStep

Coordinators
* 99 members are connected through the

private LinkedIn group
* 71 posts led to 180 content interactions on
Facebook
* 7 road signs delivered to 1 city

Lo e, LRIC e, LMIC e LMIC
CITIES CIMES CIMES

_
LEAGURE LEAGUE

wou L LMC A
CITiES - CiTiEs

o GreenStep 101: a beginner’s guide to the
Rrogram
* February 2024: N, | ply 2N —
o Gold Leaf Challenge Launch % ‘ g A
e March 2024:
o Spring Into Solar
o CHARGE! Updates and opportunities for EV
charging equipment.

The City of Woodbury achieved the 2024 Sustainable Cities
Award for their “Water Wise Implementation Plan”.
News Release | Video

16 volunteers from GreenStep
Cities and program partners
volunteered time at the State Fair
to chat with fair-goers visiting the
Eco Experience building.

MN GreenStep Cities is a Sustainable States
Network Member:
e | ola Schoenrich and the Great Plains Institute
is the Network Coordinator
e Kristin Mroz was elected to serve as co-chair of
the network from December 2020-2023
* The network held a gathering in Boston, MA

Jonee Brigham - GS Schools coordinator, Shann Finwall - Maplewood
Environmental Planner, Kristin Mroz - GreenStep Cities Coordinator, a Ramsey
County Recycling Ambassador, Emily Ziring - St. Louis Park Sustainability
Manager, Catherine Kemp - Great Plains Institute Communities Program
Manager, and Ellie Rabine, St. Louis Park Sustainability Specialist.

with 50 attendees from across the U.S.

* The network hosts regular learning
opportunities and cohorts for member
programs


https://mngreenstepcities.blogspot.com/p/workshop-archives.html
https://mngreenstepcities.blogspot.com/2023/10/ira-ambassador-program.html
https://mngreenstepcities.blogspot.com/2023/10/greenstep-101-beginners-guide-to-program.html
https://mngreenstepcities.blogspot.com/2023/10/greenstep-101-beginners-guide-to-program.html
https://mngreenstepcities.blogspot.com/2024/02/gold-lea.html
https://mngreenstepcities.blogspot.com/2024/03/spring-into-solar.html
https://mngreenstepcities.blogspot.com/2024/03/spring-into-solar.html
https://mngreenstepcities.blogspot.com/2024/05/charge-updates-and-opportunities-for-ev.html
https://mngreenstepcities.blogspot.com/2024/05/charge-updates-and-opportunities-for-ev.html
https://mngreenstepcities.blogspot.com/2024/05/charge-updates-and-opportunities-for-ev.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/100noTsD5L7_0eAZYUnPpfKy_rdKcqF570HcbyICF06Q/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/100noTsD5L7_0eAZYUnPpfKy_rdKcqF570HcbyICF06Q/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/100noTsD5L7_0eAZYUnPpfKy_rdKcqF570HcbyICF06Q/edit
https://www.sustainablestates.net/
https://www.sustainablestates.net/
https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/media/141
https://us10.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=04254a4d14832a3967fc135a9&id=cb20067b49
https://www.facebook.com/mngreenstep
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12494269/
https://www.lmc.org/news-publications/news/all/city-of-woodbury-honored-with-2024-lmc-sustainable-city-award/?fbclid=IwY2xjawEPceRleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHQyWCAdQpM2XzM8bYFj-QCyCvOY-fYf3zIXzXNlpMdVV1vXrhmjgKLyZJA_aem_ij3DeoPksoY0E3_kSxMMGA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D-trNv5Z8Zcg%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR319tYbX9IzqsHexTY6bsAFpnyTvdhsx1L4-PmvOOwQ_V1UWKbUVV5kJ9c_aem_dt8hjbIXnkmw0JNjRYSvNw&h=AT0KtkyZmsmXoh8MIETX66LA4wTFKG-YADCeaf0G_2yZBx2N37UxHVuwdJH-FR0tBCO670X3k4D15tmrTVHXZXq7xWgnot2MWhBJq0z0KuQbD9IqB7Y516-xnubc-rcMOg&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT03Pwq9QrWAr_NyIw2dMxhTD_KfGnjnIxwQhwiDaC1LN-sR_namayqxJvuiIAKNCJ6pAX6-JCYh3YgOaNVJ6Oy5hFhNma-DkBrxtVaWas31VJb1sz4rJqpZI80jAFerxXvBpZxkCHqi6tGheQ8OyxIi_rdGsA6VWMUSsjMxAGLBmFIbIB_qmeEEem6l6T70PToYwF8riKnOn0MbbRmEIuOEbldVGUltalHa
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D-trNv5Z8Zcg%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR319tYbX9IzqsHexTY6bsAFpnyTvdhsx1L4-PmvOOwQ_V1UWKbUVV5kJ9c_aem_dt8hjbIXnkmw0JNjRYSvNw&h=AT0KtkyZmsmXoh8MIETX66LA4wTFKG-YADCeaf0G_2yZBx2N37UxHVuwdJH-FR0tBCO670X3k4D15tmrTVHXZXq7xWgnot2MWhBJq0z0KuQbD9IqB7Y516-xnubc-rcMOg&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT03Pwq9QrWAr_NyIw2dMxhTD_KfGnjnIxwQhwiDaC1LN-sR_namayqxJvuiIAKNCJ6pAX6-JCYh3YgOaNVJ6Oy5hFhNma-DkBrxtVaWas31VJb1sz4rJqpZI80jAFerxXvBpZxkCHqi6tGheQ8OyxIi_rdGsA6VWMUSsjMxAGLBmFIbIB_qmeEEem6l6T70PToYwF8riKnOn0MbbRmEIuOEbldVGUltalHa

Minnesota

Gold Leaf

Who can join the Gold Leaf Challenge?
The Gold Leaf Challenge is open to a
wide variety of community types
because all communities are faced with a
changing climate and can take action to
prepare for climate change, build
resilience, and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions.

Community types that can join:

e Tribal Nations

e Regional Organizations/ Government

e Homeowners Associations (HOAS)

e Conservation and Watershed '
Districts/ Organizations

e Counties

e (Cities

e Towns/ Townships

e Neighborhoods

e Educational Institutions

e County/State Fairgrounds

e FEtc.

Gold Leaf Challenge History

'ﬁf“’:c:rﬁa'h

What is it?
The Gold Leaf Challenge focuses on pathways for
communities to take local climate action. Using the
GreenStep program resources, this new program aims
to challenge, assist, and recognize your efforts for
completing any NEW actions from:

e 44 high-priority, high-impact climate actions under

the categories of:
o Climate mitigation

Climate planning
Climate adaptation
Community connectedness for Minnesota's
changing climate

O O O

Eagan
East Central Regional
Development Commission
Falcon Heights
CVf'fQ(\"" Hackensack
Hutchinson
La Crescent
Lake EImo
Maplewood
New Brighton
Roseville
Saint Anthony Village

C‘\A"-QA‘)Q

In its 2020 Strategic Plan, the GreenStep Cities steering committee outlined several visions and goals for

the future of the program, as recommended by GreenStep participant feedback. One high priority '

identified by the GreenStep partners and participants identified climate response. The Gold Leaf
Challenge program started development in 2022, launching in February of 2024. Learn more about the
background, process, pilot program, and more in the Gold Leaf Challenge Development Report (PDF).



https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/page/gold-leaf-challenge-actions-goals
https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/2024-02/Gold%20Leaf%20Challenge_2024%20Final%20Report.docx%20%283%29.pdf

At the beginning of
each calendar year, the

GreenStep Cities and Tribal
Nations program distributes an online

survey to participating communities. The

survey gathers information about overall
program use and satisfaction, helps participants

identify program offerings, and encourages

participants to share their accomplishments and

feedback. Assistance Requests
(number of communities)

14 specific offerings provided by
partners for 2024 were highlighted in
the survey. Assistance with the Regional
Indicators Initiative and MnTAP site visits
were the highest requested offerings.

86 participants responded to the annual survey 40
(57%), which was the same response rate in gg
2024. We reviewed survey responses by splitting o5
up participants into urban (Twin Cities 20
metropolitan area) and rural. 13 I I I I
0 |
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Green Teams have increased among
GreenStep participants! This year, 67% of
respondents shared having a green team.

Greenhouse Gas Emission Data , . .
(% by Step) This year, we asked for information

about how participants use
greenhouse gas emission data
80% to better inform the Regional
Indicators Initiative and other tools.

100%

eut Most users were Step 5
40% communities. The majority of Step
) 1-3 participants do not use any
0% GHG data but there is some use
0% =il in -I I-l =il - | among them.
Dan'tuse Step A5 Sharew’ Setgoalsand Strategic Pricritize Suppart Cther
emissions metric leaders!  trackprogress  planning climate furding
data reparting cammunity action requests
mStepl mStep? mStep3 mMStepd mSteps See the 2024 Annual Survey

Sample Size: Step 1:6, Step 2:35, Step 3:13, Step 4:1, Step 5: 2 Report for more information.


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1f4kHrOsWPoJIk1o8dyTicTE5aFYLOuC6/edit?pli=1#slide=id.p1
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1f4kHrOsWPoJIk1o8dyTicTE5aFYLOuC6/edit?pli=1#slide=id.p1
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12 MN GreenCorps members

served in GreenStep .
participating communities M I n n eSOta 4

during the 2023/2024 service

year, supporting multiple r n r
sustainability efforts and actions
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The GreenStep Cities program is coordinated
through a Steering Committee of 9 partner
organizations:

e Clean Energy Resource Teams (CERTS)

e Great Plains Institute (GPI)

¢ |zaak Walton League - MN Division (IWL)

e League of Minnesota Cities (LMC)

e Minnesota Department of Commerce
(Commerce)

e Minnesota Environmental Quality Board (EQB)

e Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)

e Rethos

o Urban Land Institute Minnesota (ULI)

Learn more about the program
partners in the Partners Profile

€ GEcm ®

s
CERT s ik RETHOS
RESOURCE TEAMS MINNESOTA a2 f ! Ein
Betier Enaryy. Betier Workd CITIES Minnesota
m: MINNESOTA POLLUTION ) (CEMABREE - M) MINNESOTA
% CONTROL AGENCY g el ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD

Misc.

MPCA Administration
10% 2
Rethos Workshops

5%

The GreenStep Cities program had a budget of $100,000 in Fiscal
Year 2024 (June 2023 to June 2024) provided by the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency and a one-time appropriation from the
Minnesota State Legislature. This funding was used for:

e Regional Outreach Grant to Clean Energy Resources Teams
Phase Il Grant to GreenStep Schools program
Sponsorship for LMC Conference and 2024 award blocks
Hosting Homeowner workshops in 3 cities

LMC Sponsorship
5%

CERTS/GPI Grant
48%

In addition to staff time and dedicated funding contributed by

. : . GS Schools Grant
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, all partner organizations 30%
contribute valuable time and expertise.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahucq-IXOsFv2XNUAHZ1R470R8r4-gNcWSBnBCRoba4/edit#heading=h.xg3grfxyds0b
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahucq-IXOsFv2XNUAHZ1R470R8r4-gNcWSBnBCRoba4/edit#heading=h.o6s7tpvj1w72
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahucq-IXOsFv2XNUAHZ1R470R8r4-gNcWSBnBCRoba4/edit#heading=h.wm44h5lvg08r
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahucq-IXOsFv2XNUAHZ1R470R8r4-gNcWSBnBCRoba4/edit#heading=h.v7bfyfikodg7
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahucq-IXOsFv2XNUAHZ1R470R8r4-gNcWSBnBCRoba4/edit#heading=h.h2d5wukhoj1h
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahucq-IXOsFv2XNUAHZ1R470R8r4-gNcWSBnBCRoba4/edit#heading=h.z7fdqji1kb4d
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahucq-IXOsFv2XNUAHZ1R470R8r4-gNcWSBnBCRoba4/edit#heading=h.iqltedceofzs
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahucq-IXOsFv2XNUAHZ1R470R8r4-gNcWSBnBCRoba4/edit#heading=h.wd10r32jwioq
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahucq-IXOsFv2XNUAHZ1R470R8r4-gNcWSBnBCRoba4/edit#heading=h.f8aait30pgsy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vR5zPI2zCcoFqCQB_ajHs5A9jY4boU6QVKeVcgR83Dd8E8B--YJIJ-yUzHHew42H6JI5UCfHHdKXC0C/pub

ABOUT US

During fall 2007, Minnesota's Clean Energy
Resource Teams (CERTSs) held regional
listening sessions around the state to
discuss community-based energy
opportunities and the state's Next
Generation Energy Act of 2007. The idea
was raised of creating a sustainable cities
program, free to cities, that would
challenge, assist and recognize cities that
were "green stars." This idea was taken up
by the 2008 Legislature, which directed the
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, the
Division of Energy Resources at the
Minnesota Department of Commerce, and
CERTs to recommend actions cities could
take on a voluntary basis.

Representatives from dozens of cities, non-
profit organizations, the University of
Minnesota, businesses and state
government agencies provided the outline
for what has been developed as the
Minnesota GreenStep Cities program, which
began in June 2010. As a non-regulatory
program, GreenStep learns from Minnesota
cities and assistance providers, and
continually refines the best practice actions
and the resources for taking action.

Those recommendations are contained in
the report, Minnesota GreenStep Cities (PDF).

Vision: Environmental sustainability is the norm for all

Minnesota cities.

Mission: GreenStep Cities encourages and supports

cities' efforts for substantive action and achievement of
their sustainability goals through the implementation of

best practices and sharing of metrics and outcomes.

PARTNER PROGRAMS

The Minnesota GreenStep Tribal Nations program,
launched in 2014 as a pilot program to the
GreenStep Cities program, is a free and voluntary
statewide best practices framework, community of
practice, and recognition program for tribal nations
and communities located in Minnesota to reduce
environmental impact and costs, and improve
health and well-being of tribal members and staff.

The Minnesota GreenStep Schools program,
launched in 2020, is a free and voluntary statewide
best practices framework, community of practice,
and recognition program for public and private K-
12 schools and districts to reduce environmental
impact and costs, improve health and well-being of
students and staff, and provide effective
environmental and sustainability education.

Minnesota

GreenStep Tribal Nations

Minnesota

GreenStep Schools


https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/page/minnesota-greenstep-tribal-nations
https://sites.google.com/umn.edu/mngreenstepschools/home
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/mp_greenstar_report_final.pdf
https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/page/minnesota-greenstep-tribal-nations
https://sites.google.com/umn.edu/mngreenstepschools/home

Join GreenStep!

ARE YOU A COMMUNITY LEADER?

Elected officials, commission/committee
members, and other community leaders can help
their city, tribal nation, or school/district join the

GreenStep program. Here are some suggestions to

get you started:

Make a list of the sustainable accomplishments
your community has already made.

Request a presentation from GreenStep staff for
your staff or public meeting.

Develop a “green team” of staff and/or
community leaders to build knowledge and
interest.

Consider sustainability in community planning
efforts like comprehensive and strategic plans.

Connect with a neighbor city, tribal nation,
or school/district that is already a GreenStep
program participant.

Visit the GreenStep websites to learn more
about the programs, benefits, and next steps.

ARE YOU A COMMUNITY RESIDENT?

Residents and community leaders can help their
City, tribal nation, or school/district join the
GreenStep program. Here are some suggested to
get you started:

Make a list of why a sustainable community is
important for you to live or work in.

Request a meeting with a council member/
mayor or administrative/environmental staff.

Speak at a public meeting.

Take part in community planning efforts like
comprehensive and strategic plans.

Take a leadership role by joining a commission,
committee, council, or other opportunity.

See if there are other residents in your
community interested in starting a community
sustainability group.

Write an op-ed in the local newspaper about how
GreenStep can help your community be more
sustainable.

Minnesota

GreenStep

CONTACT US | www.mngreenstep.org | GreenStep@state.mn.us n m


https://www.facebook.com/mngreenstep
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbMEzS_Y05Ob-bm3CL_LBig
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/12494269/
https://greenstep.pca.state.mn.us/page/greenstep-programs
http://www.mngreenstep.org/
mailto:GreenStep@state.mn.us

