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Alexandria in the 
Mississippi River 
Headwaters

Mississippi River Headwaters
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Building a resilient, 
connected network for 
conservation
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Planning for extreme 
rainfall in Alexandria
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Flash flooding near Midway Mall (Source: Echo Press News)
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Planning for extreme 
rainfall in Alexandria
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Flash flooding near Midway Mall (Source: Echo Press News)
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Nature-based solutions

Flood mitigation

Wildlife habitat 

Recreational Opportunities 

© Explore Minnesota Tourism

© Explore Minnesota Tourism

Water quality improvements

Reduced long-term costs
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Wetlands 
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Minnesota wetlands are expected to provide 

$29 million in flood control benefits through 
2050
(McKinsey. 2018. Mississippi Headwaters: The Business Case for Conservation)

•Increase storage and infiltration
• Reduce pressure on “gray” 

infrastructure
•Improve water quality
• Reduces nutrients entering lakes
• Limits algae growth
• Reduces sediment and erosion
•Provide critical habitat

Nature-Based Solutions

© Stefanie Grieve

MnDOT

Gray infrastructure

Multiple Benefits 
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•Fish & wildlife habitat

•Surface & groundwater 
quality

•Flooding & erosion 
control

•Groundwater quantity

Photos, from top: © Eric Engbretson, © Mark Godfrey, © Jerry and Marcy Monkman, ©Kent Mason
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Flood risk increases with more intense storms 
and increased development.
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Courtesy of MCAP and the University of Wisconsin Probabilistic Downscaling v2.0.; David Lorenz and the Nelson Institute Center for Climatic Research

Drinking Water Benefit
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“New growth and 
development will be in 
harmony with and 
preserve the natural 
environment and its 
resources”

“As valued assets of the 
Alexandria community, 
existing parks and 
recreational amenities will 
be maintained and 
improved, which will help 
retain existing residents and 
attract new ones”

Priority Rank 2 Priority Rank 5
“The City’s transportation 
system will continue to 
diversify its mobility 
options to improve travel 
by automobile, 
pedestrian, bicycle, and 
transit”

Priority Rank 6

City of Alexandria: 2040 Plan Goals

THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 13

Existing On-Road Bikeways

Conservation to support 
transportation and bike tourism.
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Bicycling contributes over $780 million 
annually to economic activity in 
Minnesota 
(University of MN Tourism Center. 2016. Assessing the Economic Impact and Heath 
Effects of Bicycling in Minnesota.
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Connecting parks 
and schools
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Park, City, County, 
State, School, Utility

Church, Farm, Railroad

Lake Le Homme Dieu

Lakes

Wetlands

Property 
ownership along 
the flood board 
easement
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Lake Connie
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Lake Connie
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Park, City, County, State, 
School, Utility
Church, Farm, Railroad

Lakes

Wetlands

Flood Board Easement
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Lake Connie
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Park, City, County, State, 
School, Utility
Church, Farm, Railroad

Lakes

Wetlands

Flood Board Easement
Proposed Trail

Next Steps:
1) Task Force 

2) Scope of Work
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Contacts: 

Leah Hall - leah.hall@tnc.org

Todd Holman - tholman@tnc.org
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