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Demographic Characteristics:

Population

Martin County experienced populatio

century and steady population lo
is a fairly common occurrence in
more of the labor force participants moving in
breakout of the rural versus urban population, the rural decli

sses
the rural portion of the upper Midwest with more and
to major employment centers. In a

nes have occurred steadily

n growth during the first part of the twentieth

the last part of the century. This population trend

from 1940 through 2000, with very large declines seen during the 1960s and continuing
recent census survey findings. The urban population, on the

right through into the most

other hand, experienced ste
seen during the 1980s and a 3.
County by the Minnesota State

in population levels to the year 2025.

Martin Co.

Urban pop.

Rural pop.
State of MN

Population Change - 1940 to 2000

ady growth from 1940 through 1980 with a 4.4% decline
6% decline seen in the 1990s. Projections made for the
Demographer’s office anticipates further overall declines

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000
24656 | 25655 | 26986 | 24316 | 24687 | 22914 21802
11861 13590 15392 15962 17303 16547 15950
12795 12065 11594 8354 7384 6367 5852
5792300 | 2082483 | 3413864 | 3806103 | 4075970 | 4375099 | 4919479

Source: U.S. Census, 1940 to 2000

The change in the urbanized segment of the County's population over the time period

displayed is kind of interesting.
the urban population in the County sh
During the 1980s though,
1980s and more than 3%
accounting fo
and down trend from 1940 to 2000. Coll
increases from 1940 through 1960, a decline in th
by a 11% increase in the 1970s, losing nearly 9%
another loss of 4% during the 1990s.

the City began losing population, a 2% decl
in the 1990s. All other urban centers in the County,
r approximately one third of the urban population has seen more of an up
ectively, these smaller urban centers saw

e 1960s of more than 14%, followed
of their population in the 1980s, and

The City of Fairmont, the location for about two thirds of
ows a strong growth curve from 1940 to 1980.
ine during the

Are there any growth areas in the County, as illustrated by the 2000 census returns?

Even though the rur
above, three of the To
are Fairmont, Rutland, and Silver Lake Townships.

al area shows large population declines in the time period shown
wnships saw small increases in their resident populations. They
Only two of the ten incorporated

cities saw increases during the 1990s, the Cities of Dunnell (+10) and Trimont (+9).

In the graphic below,
2000 as well as the change in both the urban and rura

the overall change in population can be seen between 1940 and
| portions of the County's

population over the same time period. In the intervening years between 1940 and 2000,
that portion of the population living in the rural area of the County has gone from nearly
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The underlying trends that are impacting this data shift includes the trend towards
having fewer children per family, increased divorce rates, delayed marriages, and
longer lifespans. All of these aspects bolster household figures. As can be seen in the
table above, the average number of persons per household in Martin County has
declined by more than .6 of a person during the 30 year period. This is a common trend
among most census areas. It is likely that this trend will continue, at least into the next
census period or two. Giving consideration to the aging trend mentioned above, the
average household size in the County is not likely to see any increases. Older people
have able to stay in their own homes later in life because of healthier lifestyles, better
health care, and a variety of home care delivery programs. This trend also impacts
household composition figures.

In looking at the graphic below, the change in the types of families by household
illustrates the findings of the 1990 and 2000 censuses and reinforces the discussions
above regarding the change in household size. Married couples are the most common
type of household arrangement. Yet during the ten intervening years illustrated, the total
percentage of married couples declined from 61.5% of the total households to just
56.6%. The biggest change was a
) 10% decline in the percentage of
Household Composition Change - married couples with no children
1990 to 2000 in the household, a very different
trend than typically seen. The
typical trend is for a smaller
st percentage of households to be
comprised of married couples with
! the biggest drop off in married
couples with children. However, in
Martin County, the actual
percentage of householders who
are married and have children in
the home increased, another
aberration from the norm usually
seen in other jurisdictions. The
household statistics that do follow
the norm include an increased
percentage of households with
non-family arrangements and
single parent households with
children.

100% 1
90% -

80% -

70% A
60% -
50% -
40%
30% -
20% -

10%

0% 2

1990 2000

Qnonfamily 30.1 33.3 Projections made by the

@ female(w/kids) 6.4 79 demographer's office indicate that

Omale(w/kids) 2 28 the household trends discussed

m couple(no kids) 33.5 231 above will encounter some

O up, /id 25 33'5 changes. By the year 2020,
CoupleLege) - projections indicate the number of
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with the manufacture of non-durable goods, retail trade, health services, other services,
and business services. Only the agricultural, forestry, and fishing industry is expected to
experience employment losses. Minimal gains are anticipated in the construction and
mining industries, and the federal and state governments.

The unemployment rates of the County, the region, and the State are displayed in the
graphic above for a ten (10) year period. As can be seen, the typical unemployment rate
for Martin County is higher than that found at the region and the State. While the
unemployment rates for each of the entities tend to move together, the unemployment
rate for the County is typically about 1% higher than those found in the other two
jurisdictions.

INCOME MEASURES:

Changes in income are displayed in the two graphics below. As can be seen, income
measures comparing Martin County to the entire State of Minnesota are not entirely
favorable to Martin County. In the graphic to the left, even though the median household
income for Martin County residents increased by nearly 60% during the 1980s and more
than 42% during the 1990s, this income figure for the County lost ground to the income
figure displayed for the State as a whole which saw increases of 74% during the 1980s
and more than 52% during the 1990s. In 1980, the median household income for Martin
County was about 86% of the same figure for the State of Minnesota. By the year 2000,
Martin County’'s median household income was about 74% of the State's median
household income.

When considering the per capita income number or the graphic on the right, a different
trend is seen. The 1980 census indicates the per capita incomes in Martin County were
59% of those seen for the typical resident of the State of Minnesota, much lower than

Change in Median Hshid Incomes Change in Per Capita Incomes
1980 to 2000 1980 to 2000

30000+

60000-‘/

40000+

20000

w7l

04

1980 1990 2000

OMartin Co | 15302 | 24414 | 34810 [@Martinco | 6908 | 11529 | 18529
mState Mn | 17761 | 30908 | 47111 mState Mn | 11661 | 14621 | 23198
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In the graphic above, a comparison is made of the average weekly wages for those
employees who are covered under the Minnesota unemployment compensation tax law,
or approximately 97% of the total nonagricultural wage and salary employment in the
state. As can be seen, the average weekly wages paid to employees in Martin County is
typically a little lower than the wages paid at the regional level but tracking along at
about the same pace as wages at the regional level. Compared to the wage threshold at
the State level, the weekly wage difference paid to workers in Martin County increased
from $135 less per week in 1994 to $220 less per week by 2000. This just illustrates the
disparity in wage levels needing to be paid within the Minneapolis - St. Paul
metropolitan area compared to the remaining portion of the State.

Retail Sales:

The graphic below illustrates total retail sales for the entire County from 1987 through
1996. The data shows that growth in retail sales is steady over long periods of time, with

Total Retail Sales Trend ($000,000)

iy W

100

40
20
o

1987 1988 1989 1990 1891 1992 1993 1094 1995 10986
|-—0—-Tg|,a| Sales | 1286 | 1362 | 1443 | 1553 1521 | 1836 | 1752 | 1545 | 17056 | 1818

downturns occurring within from one year to another. The average yearly growth rate
during this time period was nearly 6%, ranging from a high of nearly 21% (1992) to a
low in which the retail sales dipped by a negative 12% (1994).

Where within the retail industry are growth trends or weaknesses being seen? In the
graphic below, the yearly trends are shown for the County's retail sector by SIC. The
strengths of the retail sector in the County is in the quick growth of the auto dealers and
service station sector. From 1991 to 1996 this sector has experienced an 89% increase
in sales. On the other end, miscellaneous retail sales shows an extraordinary decline
between 1992 and 1994. Within these two years, total sales within this sector declined
by nearly 62%. These numbers don’t appear to be very realistic, suggesting some type
of data error is being reported in the database and perhaps throwing the total retail
sales trends for these two years into doubt.

Another database from which business strength for individual Counties can be inferred
is the collated data about business births and deaths, as compiled by the Minnesota
Workforce Center. For the latest time period in which this data is displayed, 1993 to
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Land Use Goals and Policies:

Parks and Recreation Goal: Martin County will maintain and work towards enhancement
of its County parks to benefit the recreation needs of County residents and improve the
potential draw of the County to tourists. In addition, Martin County will look for
opportunities to include the construction of bicycle lanes in road projects and work
towards providing some type of trail system within the County that connects to other
regional trail links in Counties adjacent to Martin County. Activities will include:

1. Martin County will work to implement the improvement recommendations of the
Cedar Lake — Hanson Memorial County Park plan. The plan specifies a 10 to 15
year improvement timeline for making the Park improvements, wi

PO OWEYeT, B ® cO Enaed TOVEReREtFRofe vin=is

Hrarr e County-Board-wetde-ike. The Park Bo rd should take the lead in this

project, adopting a yearly improvement program for making the supported

improvements. Improvements to the campground should be among the first made,
including larger campsites, electrical outlets to serve some campsites, and shower
facilities for the park.

» Responsibility: Martin County Park Board & County Board of Commissioners

» Timing: ongoing with completion 10 to 15 years out

2. Bird watching is becoming more popular, as either a hobby or as an activity
associated with recreation. Martin County, with its water resources, wetland
resources, and CRP land, is ideally suited to be marketed to persons interested in
this activity as a place to view the wide variety of upper Midwest bird wildlife. The
County may consider documenting the types of birds that occupy local habitat during
different parts of the year, locations for viewing these birds, and include this
information on any County literature that is geared towards a marketing effort.

» Responsibility: to be determined
» Timing: to be determined

3. The County currently has no officially designated bicycle trail(s). There are trails that
have been developed or are in the planning stages of being developed in adjacent
Counties. Martin County should consider investing in the long range development of
recreational trails, perhaps in conjunction with road redevelopment projects and with
an eye towards linking up with other regional links. The first such leg might be in the
Ormsby/Trimont area, eventually extending down into the Sherburn/Welcome areas.
» Responsibility: County Board of Commissioners & County Highway Department
» Timing: start within 5 years

Transportation Goal: The County has a five year capital improvements program in place
for making road improvements or undertaking complete reconstruction and making
bridge improvements or bridge replacements. Ultimately, the County would like to
upgrade all of its road segments to 9 ton capacity and to replace all the bridge

45



segments that have poor sufficiency ratings. A healthy and well maintained
transportation system is critical to an area's economic health. Activities will include:

1. Losses in state aid dollars will ultimately harm the County's transportation system.
Even though the County has done a good job of maintaining its system and the
County road system is in good shape, there are fears that the maintenance needed
to keep the roads in good condition will outstrip the funding that will be made
available. The County's political forces need to marshal their efforts with other rural
counties, to present a unified force fighting cutbacks to state highway aid so that the
County can continue to maintain and strengthen its rural transportation system.
> Responsibility: County Board of Commissioners
» Timing: now

2. There are several ordinance changes that need to be made related to transportation.
Specified setback regulations mix their start points, measuring from the center of
road versus road right of way. In addition, setbacks specified for structures and
vegetative windbreaks that have been enforced in the County allow placement of
these features too close to roadways. Among the problems this causes, excessive
snow drifting across roadways, physical impediments experienced when a roadway
undergoes reconstruction, and stormwater drainage problems. New developments in
the rural portion of the County are required to meet township standards for the
construction of local roads and streets. No County development standard applies to
this activity. Changes to regulatory standards will include:

a. The County will specify new setback standards for structures and vegetative
windbreaks from all road rights of way to help reduce the current problems
linked to placing structures and windbreaks too close to roadways.

b. The County will develop a set of design standards for local roads and streets
serving new developments in the rural portion of the County. This is needed
so that a good quality street and roadbed is constructed by the developer,
paid for by those who will benefit from its use, prior to its being turned over to
the public.

» Responsibility: County Planning Commission, County Highway Department,

County Environmental Services Staff

» Timing: by 2003

Natural Resources Goal: The natural resources within Martin County are some of the
most valued aspects of the county by both its citizens and other stakeholders in the
region. It is of the utmost importance to the citizens of Martin County that the quality of
these resources be maintained and improved upon, while their use for recreation and
enjoyment continue. Of particular concern is the quality of water, for area lakes and
streams and the health of fish and other wildlife populations dependent upon these
resources, and for the groundwater.

1. Wellhead protection is a concern in the County. Some activities the County could
undertake to ensure that new wells are placed properly include:

46












;/\r/,.r .f J1 N ._.kma | 5 K_ A — hh \J
fr. IMW f % ’ 3 ,\?,J__\. \F\.ur_f./l\_
[ I i lm
/.k;.. v _.L.L.
ﬁm@h /, T — LT
Fairmont = e TSR =
Lot Size [— ~ [V TR Winz vy
Control | — 2ol g
= _— e W
Area ha W X N/ \ uﬂ_ﬂ AL
T™ ‘ i (/7 v ~
Iru\ ] , \\W\, Z _ N
= Jr » l/mv \\ ] MM:T_ .1
| S#%ﬂ ! m\J 4 ] " e B
i : \ T )
:./, | r/SM&H J»_.( -ﬁ . — r/w
i JJ /,_ ~any ,mwgvf ok NM
Z T 14|_,.i| _ ‘ a
=i 0 | 5 x | % frb,_




City

Notification
Areas

N

@\

~=

{
o) |

-5

\NNE

Y

A

iy
—

A~

!i

a

4

LIS

N

o=
N

et W

i Y Fh

>
%

%
















c

?f
Grana

a

g

o0 ™

P

b—. Center Creek Twp.

iy -
o~ LE&T
&
5 \%
“ ,;3
 E—
" e
v ,Ih - -

2 Miles







o . N y 3
' Silv Twp. PR
T T ah L
. |
" ‘ 4 'r?

ﬂ —1
n| @
Iji ﬁ

: - ' " |
f S -
i > 8
I &
Uy , —

&l 1
I ) S—

-
L7\ I~

2 0 2 Miles




2 Miles




2 0 2 Miles




2 0 2 Miles




vl

2 0 2 Miles




.

2 0 2 Miles




2 Miles




2 Miles




r E‘ - . o
! [ 4
_ Y
—ﬁ ‘\)Fﬂ =
. ang
e
TR A YL
)

ﬂE'e

4

® |ake ?elt Twp.

o

B

2 Miles




2 0 2 Miles

i




Fox Lake

\Y R




-

» -
# GalenaTwp. o J

F
N b
Yy "
| ®
k-
- Q
; ot
{\\,\
i ﬂ I I? = > =
Trimo r x o
2 0 2 Miles




2 0 2 Miles




2 0 2 Miles




Elm Creek Twp.

2 Miles




Cedar Twp. ' |
- :

® s~ —

b/h ”\j']g .

B
&

; ,:i P, ',T__rim.
N s v A

0 2 4 Miles







. 0 2 Miles




Recreation Resource Management Recommendations

Recreation Resource Management at Cedar Lake - Hanson Memorial County Park should focus
on attainment of the recreation resource management goals and vision statement identified for the
park. The recommendations that follow are intended to provide a general direction for recreation
resource management activities in the park for the next 10 - 15 years. Annual work planning will
use these recommendations to determine short-term goals, priorities and actions. The
recommendations listed below are, therefore fairly broad and will become more specific through the
work planning efforts, and as management learns more about the specific resources involved in their
implementation. The best known management techniques should be undertaken to implement the
following recommendations. As the recommendations are implemented, it is important to consider
the impacts that human interaction with the natural environment through recreational activities will
have on the park’s natural resources. Recreation management activities therefore, should also be
consistent with the resource management goals identified elsewhere in this plan. It is also important
to recognize that these recommendations have been developed with the recognition that conditions
will change over time and that the recommended actions might require adjustment to reflect these

changes. The following recommendations have been divideddnto three subsets (i.e., camping day
ase of presentation.

Camping Recommendations

o

irictoward elimination of the visitor-defined
campsites in the park to decregse erosion, tree damage, soil damage currently
occurring and to reduce conflicts'between campers and day users. Camping is a
popular activity at Cedar Lake - Hanson Memorial County Park that should
continue to exist. However, continued growth in use and the associated pressure
on the park’s natural resources makes it necessary to eliminate visitor designated
campsites. Similarly, development of the new fishing pier and the proposed
public access supports the need to separate the park’s day use and camping areas.

1) Develop designated campsite

Detailed site design is necessary before specific numbers and location of
campsites can be determined, but some design parameters are important to
consider. It is important to consider both recreational vehicle and tent campers in
the design of designated campsites. Some of the traditional recreational vehicle
users seem to prefer larger open areas suitable for recreational vehicles and
socializing with their neighbors. These campers use the Hanson unit camping
area. Other recreational vehicle campers seem to prefer the smaller and more
secluded areas found in the Cedar Lake unit. At the same time, some of the park’s
tent campers seem to prefer more rustic and remote sites where some privacy can
be found. This group of campers typically uses the Cedar Lake unit.
Opportunities for all three types of campers should be provided in the park. An
effort should also be made to provide some screening between sites in the Cedar

- Lake unit, parking for both recreational vehicles/ campers and their visitors and
some electrical sites for those recreational vehicle users desiring electricity in the

Hanson unit.
15






\ Figure 2. Cedar Lake - Hanson Memorial County Park
Proposed Facility Modifications

\ Caretaker 215th Street
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