2018 Category A City: BRAINERD 
Currently a Step Two GreenStep City as of June 2015
Joined April 2013

· 

Which assessment?    Preliminary: for city review                Final: May 1st recommendation to LMC  

Assessor and date:    	Philipp Muessig, 1/19/18	
15
NO
NO

Total BPs done:                    All required* BPs done?  	                   BP distribution requirement* met?


Recommend new June recognition at:      Step 3 

Recognition at a Step 3 level involves, at a minimum:
· Implementing 16 best practices, including:
· 10 specific BPs:  #1, #6, #11, #12, #15, #16, #17, #24, #25, #29
· 2 Building BPs, 2 Land Use BPs, 2 Transportation BPs, 4 Env. Mgt. BPs, 3 Comm./Econ. BPs
· Completing 27 actions, including:
· 9 specific actions:  #1.1 & #1.2; #6.1 & #6.2; #11.1;  #15.1;  #24.1 & #24.2; #29.1

* requirements for Step 3 recognition
	Best practices (required)           BP implemented?      Action summary by # and star level achieved
     Action rules (req.  actions in bold)                                                                                                  Distribution BPs met?

	YES

                                                         BUILDINGS: distribution requirement is 2 BPs ;     are 2 BPs done?

	1. Public
     1 & 2; & one action from 3-7

	
YES
	1.1  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR – 75 months of data
1.2  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR -- occupancy sensors, lighting
1.4  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR – 2008 RETAP recommended changes in lighting, HVAC, windows, doors, plumbing fixtures resolved as they come up


	2. Private
     any two actions
	NO
	2.1  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR – BPU subsidized residential energy audit

	3. New
     1 or 2; one from 3-5
	
	

	4. Lighting/Signals
     2 actions with one from 5-8
	
YES
	4.4  COMPLETE @ 3 STARS --loop detectors, most synced a group of signals; 2 corridor synching with MnDOT 
4.5  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR
4.8  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR


	5. Reuse
     any one action
	YES
	5.3  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR -- former Franklin Middle School repurposed by the Crossing Arts Alliance (includes church space)
5.5  COMPLETE @ 2 STARS -- one of MN’s 1st to adopt small house CUP on non-conforming vacant city lots. New houses as small as 500sf 


	YES

                                                       LAND USE: 2 BPs required;                                are 2 BPs done?

	6. Comp Plan
     Actions 1 & 2
	YES
	6.1   COMPLETE @ 1 STAR – 2004 comp plan
6.2   COMPLETE @ 1 STAR
6.3   COMPLETE @ 1 STAR -- 1994 comp plan goal of a strong, ongoing working relationship between Brainerd, Crow Wing County, and the adjacent governmental jurisdictions in all matters related to planning and the provision of public services; encouragement of joint planning projects and shared community facilities

	7. Density
     any one action
	
	

	8. Mixed Uses
     any two actions
	YES
	8.2   COMPLETE @ 1 STAR
8.5   COMPLETE @ 2 STARS -- 2009 Zoning rewrite allows traditional downtown retail, service, office and entertainment facilities and public and semi-public uses as well as 2nd-story dwelling units located above

	9. Highway Development
     any one action
	
	

	10. Conservation Development
      any one action
	
	YES


	
                                                            TRANSPORTATION: 2 BPs required;                 are 2 BPs done? 

	11. Complete Green Streets
      1; & two additional actions

	
YES
	[bookmark: _GoBack]11.1   COMPLETE @ 3 STARS --  2015 Complete Streets Policy
11.3  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR
11.4  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR
11.5  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR
11.6  COMPLETE @ 2 STARS -- bump-outs, streetscaping, roundabouts


	12. Mobility Options
      any two actions

	
YES
	12.1  COMPLETE @ 3 STARS – 2016 honorable mention Walk & Bike Friendly Community; Walkable Bikeable City Committee; 100p. Non-Motorized Transportation Plan 
12.2  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR -- Crow Wing Energized & City identified 2 significant SRTS; by 2014, 0.7 miles constructed; 0.5 and 0.9 miles coming by 2019 and 2020 
12.6  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR -- fixed bus service added in 2012  (Brainerd / Baxter Express Route Service)


	13. Fleets
      any two actions

	
	

	14. TOD / TDM
      any two actionsNO


	NO
	14.1  COMPLETE @ 2 STARS -- off-street parking not required in DT area; minimum requirements eliminated in 3 commercial zoning districts and 2 industrial districts

	
                                                             ENVIRON MGT: 4 BPs required;                               are 4 done?

	15. Purchasing
      1; and one additional action
	
NO
	15.5  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR


	16. Trees
      any two actions

	
YES
	16.1  COMPLETE @ 2 STARS – 33 years
16.4  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR -- 2012 revamp of downtown streets
16.5  COMPLETE @ 2 STARS -- native vegetation in public and right of way plantings


	17. Stormwater
      any one action

	
YES
	17.2  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR
17.3  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR
17.4  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR
17.6  action is now about road salt; previous erosion control action is a state requirement


	18. Parks & Trails
      any three actions
	
YES
	18.2  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR
18.3  COMPLETE @ 3 STARS -- 15 acres of park land per 1000 residents; 96% of residents live within one half mile of a park or public waters
18.4  COMPLETE @ 1 STAR

	19. Surface Water
      if state public water:  4; and one additional action
if no state water:  any one action
	
	

	20. Water / Wastewater
      1 & 2; and one additional
	
	

	21. Septics
      any one action
	
	

	22. Solid Waste
     1 or 2; & one from 4-8
	
	  
  

	23. Local Air Quality
      any two actions
	
	 YES


	
                                                        ECON & COMM DVLP: 3 BPs required;                      are 3 done?

	24. Benchmarks & Involvement
      Actions 1 & 2

	YES
	24.1  COMPLETE @ 2 STARS -- Brainerd GreenStep City committee (5 members, meet roughly monthly)
24.2   COMPLETE @ 1 STAR -- strategic plan created after a Town Hall meeting in 2011
24.5   COMPLETE @ 2 STARS -- active Strong Towns campaign going on


	25. Green Businesses
      any two actions
	YES
	 25.2  COMPLETE @ 2 STARS -- BPU provides no-cost commercial energy audits; annual 1.5% energy savings goal regularly met
25.7  COMPLETE @ 2 STARS -- "Showcasing Brainerd" monthly at televised council meetings: many local businesses (both industrial and retail) have used this time to introduce their goods and services 


	26. Renewable Energy
      any two actions
	
YES
	26.2  COMPLETE @ 2 STARS --  $2/W rebate on solar PV; MyMeter online energy tracking aimed at residents
26.5  COMPLETE @ 3 STARS -- BPU 8.9 KW rooftop PV; city owns operates a 3.3 MW hydro facility


	27. Local Food
      any one action
	YES
	27.2  COMPLETE @ 2 STARS -- chicken coops approved for several residents & at the local charter school; community gardens funded by Crow Wing Energized; city oversees Kiwanis Community Garden
27.4  COMPLETE @ 3 STARS -- Farm to School program delivers local foods to the Brainerd School District schools

	28. Business Synergies
     action 2, 3 or 4
	
	

	29. Climate Adaptation
     Action 1
Category A & B cities must achieve a 1-star rating plus either a 2- or 3- star rating for Step 3 recognition
	YES
	29.1  COMPLETE @ 3 STARS -- City utilizes Co. Hazard Mitigation Plan regularly reviewed/updated which IDs agencies/people for different hazards; use Emergency Warning System which incl. social media platforms; focus on educating vulnerable populations (incl.youth, elderly) ; IDs & prepares buildings and schools that can be prepared with backup generators, HVAC, and water and sewer for emergencies 



