City of Hopkins

. November 1, 2010 | Council Report 2010 41 19 Sii

Approve Resoluhon 2010 - 040, Authorizing the City of Hopkins to Parﬂmpqie in ’rhe
Minnesota GreenS$tep Cities Program. ‘

Proposed Action.

Staff recommends adoption of the following motion: Move that Councll Adobf |
Resolution 2010-040, Authorizing the C|’rv of Hopkins 1o Por’ncupq’re in the Mlnnesom
GreenStep Cities Program.

Ovemew

Minhesotd GreenSTep Cities is a challenge, assistance and recognition: progrom to help e G

cities achieve their sustainability goals through implementation.of 28 best practices.
Each best practice can be implemented by completing one or more specific actions
from a list of four to eight actions. These actions are tailored to all Minnesota cities, focus:
on cost savings and energy use reduction, and encourage innovation.

The Cl‘ry of Hopkins has a Green Team that meets once a momh The ’reom with the

assisfance of a green intern discusses what needs to be done within the City of Hopkins TR

in regards fo the 28 best prdchces and report at each mee’nng what has been
Gccompllshed e S T

Goadl # 2 of the City is to promote a livable, walkable community. A strategy under ’rhc:’r
goal is to "Go Green" and pursues this GreenStep City designation.

Primary Issues to Consider

o Why adopt this resolution and participate in this prograom?$ -
o Are there any costs or mandates associated with this program?

Supporting Information

¢ Resolution 2010~ 040 Authorizing the City of Hopkins to participate in ’rhe Mlnneso’ro ‘
Greenstep Cities Program.

o. Star & Tribune Article, “Minnesota Cities Take Steps to go Green" October 17 201 O
GreanStep Cities list of 28 best proc’nce categories. R I

Rick Getschow
City Manager

Financial Impact: ) 30 .~ Budgeted:_-___N/A __Source:
Related documents (CIP, ERP, etc.);
Notes:




Analysis of Issues:

s« Why adopt this resolution and participate in this programe

The City of Hopkins would be recognized as a GreenStep City by ’rhe'LéogUé of V ; -
Minnesota Cities. - o RS e T TR

The goal of the City of Hopkins is to become a Green Step City, whereby. the Citywill
enhance fransportation, buildings and lighting, city parks, trails, improve water quality, .
reuse and recycle, strengthen local food dccess, assess and finance energyand
sustainability improvements of existing structures, improve public and private lighting -~~~ =
and signals, repurpose old buildings, and develop ordinances for allimprovements. The —
requirement of being a GreenStep City is to investigate. and implement projects thatwill.
save money immediately or over time while af the same time improving the qualityof = = 7o
the environment. : ‘ [

e Are there dny costs or mandates associated with this pfogram?

No. The Green Step Cities is an action-oriented voluntary program offering a co‘s’r:
effective, simple pathway leading to-implementation of sustainable best practices.
Green Step Cities include best practices in the areas of: buildings and facilities; land

use; transportation environmental management; and, community and economic
development. '

Alternatives: _ | | 7

Alternative # 1: Approve Resolution 20]0-040, Authorizing the City of Ho‘pkihs to
Participate in the Minnesota GreenStep Cities Program. '
Alternative # 2: Do not Approve Resolution 2010-040 and do' not pursue this ini’riaﬂye. 3

 Recommendations:

Staff recommends Alternative # 1, approving Resolution 2010-040.




CITY OF HOPKINS
HENNEPIN COUNTY

RESOLUTION 2010-040

" 'RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF HOPKINS .-~
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MINNESOTA GREENSTEP CITIES PROGRAM

WHEREAS, efforts to address energy and climate issues provide an opportunity tomove

toward energy self-reliance and greater community resiliency; provide environmentally .- E j1f;" !
healthy and cheaper-to-operate public buildings; encourage new economic development .

and local jobs; and support local food and renewable energy production; and-: -

'WHEREAS, climate changes have been observed in Minnesota and have the potentialto
negatively impact local, regional and state economies; infrastructure development; habitat; - -
ecological communities, including native fish and wildlife populations; spread invasive ‘

- species and exofic diseases; reduce drinking water supplies and recreational opportunities;

and pose hedlth threats to our citizens; and ‘ S

WHEREAS, the Minnesota GreenStep Cities program provides cost-effective sustainable
development best practices in the following five categories: (1) Buildings and Lighting: (2)
Transportation; {3) Land Use; (4) Environmental Management; and (5) Economic'and
Community Development; and : :

WHEREAS, local governments have the unique opportunity o achieve both energy use and. -
climate change gas reductions through building and facilities management; land use and
transportation planning; environmental management; and through economic and-
community development; and ' ‘

- NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the City Council of the City of Hopkins does‘ahe‘reby .
authorize the City of Hopkins to participate in the Minnesota GreenStep Cities program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Green Team and a Green Intern work together to |
facilitate best practice implementation. B S

The best practices will result in energy use reduction, economic savings and reduction inthe
community's greenhouse gas footprint. A summary of the city's implementation of best
procﬂcas W?ll be pps~‘red on the City of Hopkins web site. - N o A
Adopted by the City Council of the City of Hopkins, Minnesofo, this 1st day of November, '
2010. - o :

By:

. Mayor Eugene Maxwell
ATTEST: '

City Clerk
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Mlnnesota mtles take steps to go
. green '

New program gives oities -
recognition for environmental
initiatives.

By MARIA ELENA BACA, Star Tribune
Last update: October17 2010~ 10 52 PM

Seekmg, fo. ovencome the notlon that it's not
“easy being green, a handful of cities have
joined a state initiative to help germinate
‘sustainable practices in what's envisioned as
a recycled version of the Minnesota Star
Cities de‘signation, :

~ But instead of being glven for-economic
1+ development, it would be for embracing
‘green initiatives.

Though many cities have eeo-conscious
intentions, finding, funding and. implementing
ideas can be daunting. Plus, best practices
elsewhere inay not apply here because of
climate and other differences, said Philipp
‘Muessig-of the- Minnesota Pollutioni Control
Agency (MPCA).

What might wotk or make sense in cities in
California "doesn't play that-well in

. Minnesota," he said.

Challenge from Legislaturé :

MlleSlg is uomdmdtor of Grcenbtep Clttes a
public-pr ivate program that sprang out of a

- 2007 challenge by the Legislature to suppon
and recognize cities working on the state's.
Next Generation Energy Initiative. That -
initiative requires utilities to provide 25 -
percent of electricity from renewable somccs
and ‘cut greenhouse gas. emissions. by 15"
percent by 2025.

The MPCA, with five nonprofit partners,

~ created the program, The consortium
gathelcd pilot cities, including Bloomington,
Edina, Falcon Heights, St. Louis Park and ¢
Victoria, to help Jaunch it. Nine cities have -
passed resolutions Jjoining the program, and
more are considering thun

The ploglams website, greenstep:pea.state.
mn.us, provides resources -- real and virtual -
- and goals tailored to cities' resources and
needs to meet requirements in five
sustainability categories to become a
GreenStep City. The site offers specific. steps,
4 cost-benéfit analysis and information on’
how to contact local experts.

The vision is that cities achieving goals will be
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xecognu:ed at the League of anesota Cmcs and GxeenStcp Lmes provnclcs. areally go

annugl conference and be. dcswmted ina o wo L format to get you started. and clown thc :
manner similar to the Mimesota Star Cities. - road.” o

A resource for cities . © Maria Elena Baca » 612-673-4409

In the next several weeks, Muessig said, there
are plans to-upgrade the program's website

“torinclude cities' progress reports, creating a
;newzgje,sourc‘e for their peers ."

- The program hasn't garnered any additional
state funding, Muessig said. The progrant's
nonprofit partners are working to gather
private dollars and steer cities to other
funding sources, he said.

~ Muessig said in the past three years he's seen

i unprecedented number of cities hire.
sustainability cocrdmawns and create
sustainable cify plans and energy and
environment cOMMIsSions. .

The Eagan City Council passed its GreenStep
Cities resolution in August: University of
Minnesota students are studying city p
‘ractices to tax get likely goals and ﬁnd areas . -
the city already can check off the list, said -
Dianne Miller, clS%lSidnt to the city managet.

"The‘s"tmcture has been helpful,” she said.
"Thete are so many places you could start,
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Minnesota GreenStep Cities

lofl

Home ! This 28 et practices. | ‘H-awf_tcb, become & é:jeenStep City

GreenStep's 28 best
-practices
To.ease of planning:and tracking your best

practics choices, download thiis:list of 163
umque #ctions for.all 28 best practices.

«.-(liles thatimplerent a minimum number of best
 praciies; organized.into these five topical areas
will'be- recognlzed a8:a GreenStep Cly. See -
Whial's fequired loibe a GreenStep:City?

» Cities should ‘clairi eredit for best practices
already implemented. Adding best praclices over
time will gamer additional racognition:

»

For each besf praciice; and-depending.on city
category (A, B or C), a city ngeds to complete one
or more actions from a. list-associated with the
Best practice; See What category.is:my tity in?

http:// greenstep,pca,‘sftajteflnn.gs_/bestPra'gﬁceé.éﬁ’ni

Buildings and Lighting

1. Efficient Existing Public Buildings:
Work with ulilities and others to-assess
and finance energy and sustainability
improvements of existing struclures.

2. Efficiont Existing Private Bujldings: Work with

~utilities and others'to assess and finance energy and

sustainability.mproverments. of existing structures. .

- .3: New Green Buildings: Construct new buildings to

maet o qualify for'a green building standard.

4; Efficlent Building & Straet Lighting'and Signals:

Improve the efficiency of public g:nd private lighling
and signals,

5. Building Reuse: Creale economic and regutatory
incentives for redeveloping and repurposing existing
buiildings before building new.

7. ngher Den$ily. Enable-and encourage a hlgher .
,_densny of housing of commerclal Iand use,

8. Efficlent and Healthy Development Payt (s

Land Use

8, Comprehensive Plan and
implementation: ‘Adopta Lomprahenslve g
Plan:and tie regulatory ardinances toit.

Mixland uses.

9. Efficient Highway-Orfented Development:
Adopt commercial dévelopment and design standards
for highway road corridors, ’

10, Conservation Design: Adopt development
ardinances of processes that protect nalural systams,

Transportation

14, Gomplete Green Streets: Create a L

network of multimodat green streets. Qﬁb k
o @
s

12, Mobllity Optisns: Profmote aclive living
-and alternatives 1o sihgle-occupancy car fravel,

43, Efficlent City Flgets) Implemeant a-city fleet

investment; opérations and:maintenance plan.

14:‘,De|h afdiSIde Travel Plantingy Use Travel
‘Dernand Management and Transit:Oriented Design.

~

Environmerntal Management

15, Purchiasing: Adopt:an envirochmentally
preferable purchasing pollcy:

16. Urban Forests: Increase city ree:and. - k-
plant.cover. ’

17, Efficient Stormwater Management; Minirmize
the:volume.of. and: poliutants in water runoff.

18. Green Ihfraslructure Enharice clty parks and
{ralfs.

19, Surface Water Quality: Improve local waler
bodies.

20. Efficient Water and Wastewater Facllities:
Assess and improve drinking walerand wastewater

"facilities,

21, Septic Systems: limpleivient.an effective
management program for decentralized wastewater
tréatment systems.

22. Solid Waste Reduction: Increase waste
reduction, reuse and recycling.

23. Local Air Qualityt Pravent generation of local air
contaminants.

Economic and Community -
Development.

24. Benchmarks & Community
Engagement; Adopt outcome measures
for GreenStep and ofher cily
suslainability efforts; and:-engage )
community members in-ongoing education; dlscussnon, g

cand campalgns

26, Green Business Development: Documentthe
usaiof assistance programs for green busmess and .
job.development..

26. Renswable Energy: Remove harfiers to and
encourage |nstallat|on of renewable:eneray generaﬂon
capacity } .

27, Local Food: Strengthen local food and fiber
production and access.

28; Business:Synergles: Network/cluster .
businesses to achiava belter enargy, etonomic and
environmental oulcomes, -

Minnesota Poliulion: ContraliAgency | Contact: | Website policy
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s Steps tO

work efforts by civic.ofganizations. Or the impe
communlty members and comniunity organizations, with the:c

Thus the abbre@i‘ated list of organizing stéps below must.be se
download {he. full Organizing Steps Guide.

¢ Home .| TheZ'B,best practices | How tobecon\ea(ireenstép City. | Clty“l‘og—in-

.:be:cdming,}r:(;:fck:qgnized"as a GreenStep city

" OfMinnesotas 855 cities, approximately 500 are under 1,000 in population, 83% are under 5,000 in population, and 35 have & populatio
"25,000. With'such a diversity of cities, no one set of process step
your¢ity, work may start mostly: at-the city staff or city council level and fit-well into existing plans and efforts, moving laterto incorporate'and leverage
tus for implementing GreenStep best practices may-start with a civic group and be: mostly. done by =

ity Gouncil-in a supportive and active:role asmneeded.” . s

Build community knowledge and interest.
+ Anyonie can start this. s

..« " Bacome fainlliar with GreenStep best practices.
s Talkwithi key people and organizations.

s Invite;.as newded, a GreenStep program representative 1o your-ity.
« Condugt an inventory-of completed, planned and desired best praciices.
« . Discuss with:an official city body.

Approve.a city council resolution to work toward GreenStep Cities
recognition. ) -

st Usé the sampla resolulion,

+  Infroduce:a resolution to the.city council.
v - Specily a GreenStep coordinalor and.a few best practices to implement,

Ragister dnd post initial inforimation on thé GreenStep:Cities web

site..

Note: During:surnmer and.fall 2010.the MPGA may need to enter information onto the GreenSlep web site
for you until the weh site is fully interaclive and self-serve.

& Exriall your city- rasolution and GreenStehconlac\ Informationito the MPCA
o Enfer simple information about your city. .

¢ Indicate which best practices the city Inltially plans to dmplerent.

+ Provide bifef detail on best practices previously implemented;

Congratilations) You-are now recognized-as a Step One GroenStep City ) During fall 2010 there will be Step One

retognition artworkimaterials you can use to let others know ofyour accomplishment. . -

‘Get organized to begin work on implemerniting best practices.

As needed, educate-cily staff and officials aboul sustainability.
Cohvene a gmall working.group, .
Spedify-implementation action(s) and alead:person for each best practice.
- Prepare:a simple work plan for implementing each bestpractice.
Have your-GreenSteps steering committes review each best:practice work plan.
+ Prasentihe best praclicg plans lo a city body or-to-the clfy:coungil as-appropriate.

° a e e e

Begin working toimplement best practices.

+7Keep everydne moving and celebrale success, . - e o
« Clarify, as needed, whal constitutes completing an‘agtion with the MPCA GreenStep program
coordinator,

s Biiefly describe implementad:best practices on the GreenStep web site.

«+ Request credit for-any "custorm actions.”

Congratulat!onsl Whin you have implemented 4, 6 0r 8 host
now recognized as'a Step. Two GreenStep Cityl During fall 2010 there will be Step Two recognition
artworkimaterials you can use to lot others know: of your ace .

practices (depending on your city category)youare

omplishment.

1of2

3 will fit al cities intorganizing work to become a GreenStep Clty: Depending .q{‘\'

an‘as a rough-guide, 10 be adapted by each city, ‘For more detalls ungef each stép,'; :

hﬁp://gx'éenstep,pca.stéfé.inn,ué/ steps:cfin ‘

e Whatare the
benefits
“robelig a

What's

“required to be
a Greenstep
ctyr

1 10/29/2010 2:03 PM




Minnesota Greenstep Citié-s S

2:0f2

Keep on working and be 'recognized for higher steps.

Imp,lemenl‘ing 3 particular best practice action may.take months or years:
~Bealertlo oppquunitiesio coinplete multiple best practice actions:at once.
" Ghieck back with the'city coundil as'needed. fEAL R S
Report yearly to commupity mefmbers, - o .

As'yolr work procseds; give us feedpack on the program.

' GroonStep Cltles Stop Four programi requirements willhe developed during 2011 ,"as wer_le‘_am from:

" eitlos diiring 2010, to'challetige recognized GreenStep Cllies to limplement more actions and be

.
]
e
.
.
)

o yolii clly. and that You'g!l want fo continously-work on best practices that make.your ety more. "
“L sustainable,: i ’ R

Corlgraxulatlons! When you have implemented 8,12 or 16 biest pracilces {doponding on your city catogory) you are
riow: recognized as a-Step Throe GreenStop Gity! During 2044 there will be Step Three recognition=, .« © -
artworkimatérals you can use. to leét others kinow. of your accompllshmont. : e las

- ’Gyreer‘\ste‘kp Cities Stép Four ]

‘Grqens_tep Citlds;Step Four program ro’quireménls will be developed during 2011, aswe leam from .
s during 201010 challenge rétognized: GreenStep Cities to implerent more actions and be:

icagnized for ihese accomplishments, We:think GreenStep:bast practices will resull in multiple benefits:
ir 6ltyiand that youll want to continuusly work on best practices that rake yourclty more !

suistainablé.

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency | Contact | Wel sile policy
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~ CIY'OF HOPKINS
HENNEPIN COUNTY

RESOLUTION 2010 040

, RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF HOPKINS
TO PARTICIPATE IN THE MINNESOTA GREENSTEP CITlES PROGRAM:

WHEREAS efforts 10 crddress energy dnd clrmon‘e issues prowde an oppor’runr’ry ’ro mOVe

- _foward energy. self—rehdnce and greater communlty resiliency: provrde envrronmen’rdlly
healthy and chedper—ro—operd’re public buildings; encourage new economic developmen’r 3

ond Iocol 1obs, and suppor’r Iocol food dnd renewoble energy produc’non, dnd P I

"-‘.WHEREAS cllmo’re chdnges hove been observed in Mrnneso‘rd ond hdve ’rhe po‘ren’rroﬂ tc
negatively impact’ local, regional and sfate economies; infrastructure development hdbr’rd’r
.ecologrcol communities, including native fish and wildlife populations; spread invasive
species and exotic diseases; reduce drinking water supplres ond recreohondl oppor’runrhes, g
and pose health fhred‘rs ’ro our citizens; dnd S , :
WHEREAS, the Mrnnesofd GreenS’rep Cmes progrom provrdes cost- effec’nve sus’roinoble -

~ development best prdo’rices in the following five categories: (1) Burldlngs and Lrgh’nng, (2)

- Transportation; (3) Land Use; (4) Environmental. Mdnogemen’r ond (5) Economlc dnd
Communr’ry Developmem‘ and o , : .

_ WHEREAS local governmenfs have the unrque oppon‘unr‘ry to dch|eve borh energy use ond o
- climate change gas reduc’nons through building and facilities mdndgemen’r land use and
“transportation planning:. environmental mdndgemen’r ond 1hrough econornrc and -

communn‘y developmem‘ and :

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that the Cr‘ry Councrl of ’rhe Cn‘y of Hopkrns does hereby

. g du’rhorrze the Cr’ry of Hopkrns to porhcrpd’re |n rhe Mrnneso’rd GreenS’rep Cr’nes progrdm

BE ITFURTHER RESOLVED Thd’f ’rhe Crry Green Teom dnddGreen ln’rern work ‘roge’rher’ro R
fdcnl’rd’re best prdc’rlce lmplementd’rlon SRR ! o R T T

The besf prdc’nces wrll resul’r in energy use reduchon, economrc savings-and reduc’non ln ‘rhe
“community's greenhouse gos footprint. A summary of the city's |mplemen’rd’non of bes’r
prdc’nces will be pos’red on The Crry of Hopkrns web site. : .

' Adopred by the Cl'ry Councrl of the Cn‘y of Hopkrns, Mrnneso’rd, this’ 151 ddy of Novernber, L
©.2010. .

' QLT ene dewell
'STPSSTQFM HENNEPIN g
CITY OF HOPKINS
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